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Painting Tips

Therma-Tru Fiber-Classic® & Classic-Craft® Fiberglass Entry and Patio Door Systems

All Therma-Tru Fiber-Classic® and Classic-Craft® fiberglass entry and patio door systems must be finished within 6 
months** of the installation date for continued warranty coverage.

Painting The Door
1. Clean first with mild detergent and water or use a TSP (tri-sodium phosphate) solution.
2. Rinse well and allow to dry completely. Mask off hardware, glass and remove weather-stripping before 

painting.
3. Weather-stripping may be removed by gently pulling out. Re-insert after door is completely dry.
4. Prime with an alkyd or acrylic-based primer. Allow primer to dry completely.
5. Use high-quality acrylic latex house paint, following manufacturer’s directions for application.
6. Use a primer and paint that are compatible.
7. Use exterior grade paints for outside surfaces.
8. Paint edges and exposed ends of door.

Painting Doorlite Frames
1. Remove any excess glass glazing sealant by first spraying with a window cleaner or water.
2. Use a single edge razor blade to score the glazing along the edge of the frame. Holding the razor 

blade at a 45 degree angle, scrape glazing from glass.
3. Wipe remaining residue off with window cleaner or mineral spirits.
4. Clean frame with a mild detergent and water, or use a TSP solution. Rinse well and allow to dry com-

pletely.
5. Mask off glass.
6. Prime doorlite frames with an alkyd or acrylic-based primer. Allow primer to dry before applying finish 

paint coats.
7. Use high-quality acrylic latex house paint, following manufacturer’s application instructions. Use exte-

rior grade paints for outside surfaces.

Hints
1. Provide and maintain a properly installed cap or head flashing to protect top of surfaces from water 

intrusion and damage. Tape and properly seal the top flap of the Water Resistive Barrier (WRB) over 
the head flashing.

2. Caulk around entire “weather” side of the door system, sealing along the brickmould to the flashing 
material or siding and seal all joints between the jambs and moldings.

3. Seal the joints between the exterior hardware trim and the door face to prevent air and water infiltra-
tion.

4. Place and set galvanized finish nails through the brickmould around the perimeter. Use exterior grade 
screws if you are installing a storm door to the brickmould. Countersink all fasteners and cover with 
exterior grade putty.

5. Add insulation material to the cavity between the opening and the door system to reduce air infiltra-
tion and heat transfer.

6. **All Therma-Tru Fiber-Classic and Classic-Craft door systems must be finished within 6 months of 
the installation date for continued warranty coverage, however, all bare wood surfaces (such as door 
frames) should be primed and painted (or stained – see NOTE below) and top coated within 2 weeks 
of installation or exposure to weather.

7. Paint (or stain – see NOTE below) according to Therma-Tru finishing instructions (see NOTE below). 
Do Not paint or stain the weatherstrip, it is “friction-fit” and easily removed for painting or staining. If 
weatherstrip is removed, ensure that it is re-inserted into the same location. Refer to the Troubleshoot-
ing section. 

8. All doors must have all 6 sides finished and for out-swing doors the sides, top and bottom must be 
inspected and maintained as regularly as all other surfaces.

9. Maintain or replace sealants and finishes as soon as any deterioration is evident. For semi-gloss or 
glossy paint or clear coats, do this when the surface becomes dull or rough. More severe climates and 
exposures will require more frequent maintenance.

10. Access our website www.thermatru.com for printable versions of the installation and to view our 
Troubleshooting video for minor installation issues and adjustments.

NOTE: For detailed information on finishing and warranty coverage see “THERMA-TRU FIBERGLASS and 
STEEL DOOR SYSTEMS RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PROPER FINISHING AND PAINTING OR STAINING” 
located in the warranty section of the Therma-Tru website @ www.therma-tru.com. (Last Edited 9/30/09)
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Painting Tips

Therma-Tru Smooth-Star® Fiberglass Entry and Patio Door Systems

All Therma-Tru Smooth-Star® fiberglass entry and patio door systems must be finished within 6 months** of the 
installation date for continued warranty coverage.

Painting The Door
1. Clean first with mild detergent and water or use a TSP (tri-sodium phosphate) solution.
2. Rinse well and allow to dry completely. Mask off hardware, glass and remove weather-stripping before 

painting.
3. Weather-stripping may be removed by gently pulling out. Re-insert after door is completely dry.
4. Use high-quality acrylic latex house paint, following manufacturer’s directions for application.
5. Use exterior grade paints for outside surfaces.
6. Paint edges and exposed ends of door.
7. DO NOT STAIN.

Painting Doorlite Frames
1. Remove any excess glass glazing sealant by first spraying with a window cleaner or water.
2. Use a single edge razor blade to score the glazing along the edge of the frame. Holding the razor 

blade at a 45 degree angle, scrape glazing from glass.
3. Wipe remaining residue off with window cleaner or mineral spirits.
4. Clean frame with a mild detergent and water, or use a TSP solution. Rinse well and allow to dry com-

pletely.
5. Mask off glass.
6. Prime door lite frames with an alkyd or acrylic-based primer. Allow primer to dry before applying finish 

paint coats.
7. Use high-quality acrylic latex house paint, following manufacturer’s application instructions. Use exte-

rior grade paints for outside surfaces.

Hints
1. Provide and maintain a properly installed cap or head flashing to protect top of surfaces from water 

intrusion and damage. Tape and properly seal the top flap of the Water Resistive Barrier (WRB) over 
the head flashing.

2. Caulk around entire “weather” side of the door system, sealing along the brickmould to the flashing 
material or siding and seal all joints between the jambs and moldings.

3. Seal the joints between the exterior hardware trim and the door face to prevent air and water infiltra-
tion.

4. Place and set galvanized finish nails through the brickmould around the perimeter. Use exterior grade 
screws if you are installing a storm door to the brickmould. Countersink all fasteners and cover with 
exterior grade putty.

5. Add insulation material to the cavity between the opening and the door system to reduce air infiltra-
tion and heat transfer.

6. **All Therma-Tru Smooth Star door systems must be finished within 6 months of the installation 
date for continued warranty coverage however, all bare wood surfaces (such as door frames) should 
be primed and painted and top coated within 2 weeks of installation or exposure to weather.

7. Paint (DO NOT STAIN) according to Therma-Tru finishing instructions (See NOTE below). Do Not paint 
or stain the weatherstrip, it is “friction-fit” and easily removed for painting or staining. If weatherstrip is 
removed, ensure that it is re-inserted into the same location. Refer to the Troubleshooting section.

8. All doors must have all 6 sides finished and on out-swing doors the sides, top and bottom must be 
inspected and maintained as regularly as all other surfaces.

9. Maintain or replace sealants and finishes as soon as any deterioration is evident. For semi-gloss or 
glossy paint or clear coats, do this when the surface becomes dull or rough. More severe climates and 
exposures will require more frequent maintenance.

10. Access our website www.thermatru.com for printable versions of the installation and to view our 
Troubleshooting video for minor installation issues and adjustments.

NOTE: For detailed information on finishing and warranty coverage see “THERMA-TRU FIBERGLASS and 
STEEL DOOR SYSTEMS RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PROPER FINISHING AND PAINTING OR STAINING” 
located in the warranty section of the Therma-Tru website @ www.therma-tru.com (Last Edited 9/30/09)
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Painting Tips

Therma-Tru Traditions, Profiles and 90 Minute Steel Entry and Patio Door Systems

All Therma-Tru Steel entry and patio door systems must be finished within several days** of the installation date for continued
warranty coverage.

Painting The Door
1. Clean first with mild detergent and water or use a TSP (tri-sodium phosphate) solution.
2. Rinse well and allow to dry completely. Mask off hardware, glass and remove weather-stripping before painting.
3. Weather-stripping may be removed by gently pulling out. Re-insert after door is completely dry.
4. Use high-quality acrylic latex house paint, following manufacturer’s directions for application.
5. Use exterior grade paints for outside surfaces.
6. Paint edges and exposed ends of door.
7. DO NOT STAIN.

Painting Doorlite Frames
1. Remove any excess glass glazing sealant by first spraying with a window cleaner or water.
2. Use a single edge razor blade to score the glazing along the edge of the frame. Holding the razor blade at a 45 

degree angle, scrape glazing from glass.
3. Wipe remaining residue off with window cleaner or mineral spirits.
4. Clean frame with a mild detergent and water, or use a TSP solution. Rinse well and allow to dry completely.
5. Mask off glass.
6. Prime door lite frames with an alkyd or acrylic-based primer. Allow primer to dry before applying finish paint coats.
7. Use high-quality acrylic latex house paint, following manufacturer’s application instructions. Use exterior grade 

paints for outside surfaces.

Hints
1. Provide and maintain a properly installed cap or head flashing to protect top of surfaces from water intrusion and 

damage. Tape and properly seal the top flap of the Water Resistive Barrier (WRB) over the head flashing.
2. Caulk around entire “weather” side of the door system, sealing along the brickmould to the flashing material or sid-

ing and seal all joints between the jambs and moldings.
3. Seal the joints between the exterior hardware trim and the door face to prevent air and water infiltration.
4. Place and set galvanized finish nails through the brickmould around the perimeter. Use exterior grade screws if you 

are installing a storm door to the brickmould. Countersink all fasteners and cover with exterior grade putty.
5. Add insulation material to the cavity between the opening and the door system to reduce air infiltration and heat 

transfer.
6. **All Therma-Tru Steel door systems must be finished within several days of the installation date for continued 

warranty coverage however, all bare wood surfaces (such as door frames) should be primed and painted and top 
coated within 2 weeks of installation or exposure to weather.

7. Paint (DO NOT STAIN) according to Therma-Tru finishing instructions (See NOTE below). Do Not paint or stain the 
weatherstrip, it is “friction-fit” and easily removed for painting or staining. If weatherstrip is removed, ensure that it is 
re-inserted into the same location. Refer to the Troubleshooting section.

8. All doors must have all 6 sides finished and on out-swing doors the sides, top and bottom must be inspected and 
maintained as regularly as all other surfaces.

9. Maintain or replace sealants and finishes as soon as any deterioration is evident. For semi-gloss or glossy paint or 
clear coats, do this when the surface becomes dull or rough. More severe climates and exposures will require more 
frequent maintenance.

10. Access our website www.thermatru.com for printable versions of the installation and to view our Troubleshooting 
video for minor installation issues and adjustments.

NOTE: For detailed information on finishing and warranty coverage see “THERMA-TRU FIBERGLASS and STEEL 
DOOR SYSTEMS RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PROPER FINISHING AND PAINTING OR STAINING” located in the war-
ranty section of the Therma-Tru website @ www.therma-tru.com (Last Edited 9/30/09)
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Aluminum Astragal Painting

DO NOT paint while dew is present or
within an hour before dusk.

DO NOT paint in direct sunlight. 

DO NOT use turpentine.

DO NOT sand the door. 

BEFORE FINISHING, be 
sure, the temperature is 
between 50°  and 90°F 
and humidity is below 85%.

90°

50°

AIR OR AIRLESS SPRAY APPLICATION
3. PRIME THE ASTRAGAL.  

Mist the astragal with primer for 100% coverage.  
Following the spray gun manufacturer’s recom-
mendations for use, apply the primer in a sweeping 
motion. Avoid heavy coating as drips and runs may 
result.  If they do, use a brush to correct. 

4. WAIT FOR THE PRIMER TO DRY.  
Follow the manufacturer’s drying time recommen-
dations for the primer before applying a paint coat. 
The primer must be completely dry before paint-
ing.  Clean spray equipment according to manufac-
turer’s method. 

5. PAINT THE ASTRAGAL.  
When primer is dry, mist the astragal with paint for 
100% coverage. Following the spray gun manufac-
turer’s recommendation for use, applying the paint 
in a sweeping motion. Avoid heavy coating as drips 
and runs may result.  If they do, use a brush to 
correct.  If a second coat of paint is needed, be sure 
the first coat is completely dry before applying the 
second coat of paint. 

6. Clean the spray equipment following paint manu-
facturer’s recommendation.

BRUSH-ON APPLICATION
3. PRIME THE ASTRAGAL USING A BRUSH. 

Apply a primer that is recommended by the paint 
manufacturer that you have chosen. 

4. WAIT FOR THE PRIMER TO DRY.  
Follow the manufacturer’s drying time recommen-
dations for the primer, before applying the paint. 
The primer must be completely dry before paint-
ing.  Clean brushes according to manufacturer’s 
method. 

5. PAINT THE ASTRAGAL WITH A BRUSH.  
Apply the paint.  If a second coat of  paint is 
needed, wait until the first coat is completely dry 
before applying a second coat.  

6. Clean the brush following paint manufacturer’s 
recommendation.

PAINTING ALUMINUM ASTRAGALS

Choose a high quality exterior grade oil based or 
spray enamel house paint.

Latex is not recommended.

Match the type of primer to the paint.  Primer and 
paint should be produced by the same manufacturer 
and made to work together.

GETTING STARTED

1. Mask Astragal. 
Mask around astragal to cover any surfaces not to 
be painted. 

2. Sand Astragal. 
Lightly sand entire surface of astragal to be painted 
and clean thoroughly.
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Doorlite Frame Finishing

9/5/07
DLLBLTCMSMC

TO REMOVE GLAZING COMPOUND

FINISH FRAME WITHIN TWO WEEKS OF EXPOSURE.
TO FINISH THE FRAME AROUND GLASS

PAINT:

STAIN AND TOPCOAT

:  

:

:  Therma-Tru Finishing System Kit 
Therma-Tru Finishing System Kit

www.thermatru.com 1-877-99-STAIN (997-8246)

Wet with window cleaner or water first. Use razor
blade to score glazing along edge of frame.  Holding razor blade at a 45° angle, scrape 
glazing from glass.  Wipe remaining residue off with window cleaner or mineral spirits.

  Clean first with mild detergent and water or 
TSP solution.  Rinse well and allow to dry.

 Prime first with an alkyd- or acrylic-based primer and allow to dry.  Then paint with 
a high quality, exterior grade, acrylic-latex house paint, OR,

Use a .  To order a 
, contact your local Therma-Tru dealer, visit us on the 

Internet at  or call toll free at .  See the 
Finishing System Instruction brochure or the Corner Tag for more detailed application
information.

only

Door 

THERMA-TRU DOORS • Technical Services Department
1750 Indian Wood Circle  •  Maumee, Ohio  43537 •  1-800-THERMATRU (843-7628)  • www.thermatru.com  

ASSEMBLED IN MEXICO

CAUTION:

DECORATIVE GLASS:

WARRANTY INFORMATION:

  Complete curing of the finish over a polymer part generally requires a longer 
period of time than on other surfaces.

  Our Therma-Tru artisans have hand-crafted the decorative glass in 
this door system, and as with any hand-crafted product, no two are alike.  Slight irregularities 
and imperfections should not be considered defects.

  This product is covered by a limited warranty.  The warranty 
does not cover defects that are the result of finishing or installation not in accordance with our 
instructions.  For further information contact:

Durable Doorlite Frame
 • 

• 
• 

No warping
Can be painted or stained a dark color

Can be used behind a storm door
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Doorlite Frame Finishing

9/5/07
DLLBLBTS

TO REMOVE GLAZING COMPOUND:  Wet with window cleaner or water first. Use razor
blade to score glazing along edge of frame.  Holding razor blade at a 45∞ angle, scrape 
glazing from glass.  Wipe remaining residue off with window cleaner or mineral spirits.

THERMA-TRU DOORS  Technical Services Department
1750 Indian Wood Circle  •  Maumee, Ohio  43537   1-800-THERMATRU (843-7628)  

•
• • www.thermatru.com 

ASSEMBLED IN MEXICO

No yellowing
No warping

Can be painted a dark color
Can be used behind a storm door

• 
• 

• 
• 

Frames are colorfast and will provide acceptable service if left unpainted, OR,
  Clean first with mild detergent and water or

TSP solution.  Rinse well and allow to dry.
Prime first with an alkyd- or acrylic-based primer and allow to dry.  Then paint with 

a high quality, exterior grade acrylic-latex house paint.

TO FINISH THE FRAME AROUND GLASS:

PAINT: 

CAUTION: 

DECORATIVE GLASS:

WARRANTY INFORMATION:

Complete curing of the finish over a polymer part generally requires a longer 
period of time than on other surfaces.

  Our Therma-Tru artisans have hand-crafted the decorative glass in 
this door system, and as with any hand-crafted product, no two are alike.  Slight irregularities 
and imperfections should not be considered defects.

  This product is covered by a limited warranty.  The warranty 
does not cover defects that are the result of finishing or installation not in accordance with our 
instructions.  For further information contact:

Durable BTS Doorlite Frame
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Doorlite Frame Finishing

9/5/07
DLLBLPVC

TO REMOVE GLAZING COMPOUND:  

TO FINISH THE FRAME AROUND GLASS:

PAINT:

STAIN AND TOPCOAT Therma-Tru Finishing 
System Kit .  Therma-Tru Finishing System Kit

www.thermatru.com
1-877-99-STAIN (997-8246).

Wet with window cleaner or water first. Use razor
blade to score glazing along edge of frame.  Holding razor blade at a 45° angle, scrape 
glazing from glass.  Wipe remaining residue off with window cleaner or mineral spirits.

  Clean first with mild detergent and water 
or TSP solution.  Rinse well and allow to dry.

 Prime first with an alkyd- or acrylic-based primer and allow to dry.  Then paint with
a high quality, exterior grade, acrylic-latex house paint, OR,

(Fiber-Classic  products only):  Use a 
To order a , contact your local 

Therma-Tru dealer, visit us on the Internet at  or call toll free at 
  See the Finishing System Instruction brochure or the 

Corner Door Tag for more detailed application information.

®

only

THERMA-TRU DOORS  Technical Services Department
1750 Indian Wood Circle  •  Maumee, Ohio  43537   1-800-THERMATRU (843-7628)  

•
• • www.thermatru.com 

ASSEMBLED IN MEXICO

PVC FRAMES
 Do not finish a dark color• 

 Do not use behind a storm door• 

CAUTION:

DECORATIVE GLASS:

WARRANTY INFORMATION:

  Exterior frame surface requires field finish for protection.  
of installation.  Failure to do so will void warranty.  To prevent 

distortion from heat, DO NOT finish in dark colors or install behind storm doors.  Finishing in 
dark colors or installing behind storm doors will void warranty.

  Our Therma-Tru artisans have hand-crafted the decorative glass in 
this door system, and as with any hand-crafted product, no two are alike.  Slight irregularities 
and imperfections should not be considered defects.

  This product is covered by a limited warranty.  The warranty 
does not cover defects that are the result of finishing or installation not in accordance with our 
instructions.  For further information contact:

PAINT OR STAIN AND 
CLEAR COAT within 6 Months  
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Doorlite Frame Finishing

9/5/07
DLLBLFG

TO REMOVE GLAZING COMPOUND:  

FINISH DOOR WITHIN 6 MONTHS OF EXPOSURE.
PAINT:

STAIN AND TOPCOAT:  For Classic-Craft and Fiber-Classic  products use a
Therma-Tru Finishing System Kit .  Therma-Tru Finishing System Kit

www.thermatru.com
1-877-99-STAIN (997-8246).

Wet with window cleaner or water first. Use razor
blade to score glazing along edge of frame.  Holding razor blade at a 45° angle, scrape 
glazing from glass.  Wipe remaining residue off with window cleaner or mineral spirits.

 Clean first with mild detergent and water or TSP solution.  Rinse well and allow
to dry completely.  Prime first with an alkyd- or acrylic-based primer and allow to dry.  
Then paint with a high quality, exterior grade, acrylic-latex house paint.
Note: Smooth-Star Doors do not need a primer before painting.

 
To order a ,

contact your local Therma-Tru dealer, visit us on the Internet at  or 
call  toll  free  at      See  the  Finishing  System  Instruction 
brochure or the Corner Door Tag for more detailed application information.

® ®

only

THERMA-TRU DOORS  Technical Services Department
1750 Indian Wood Circle  •  Maumee, Ohio  43537   1-800-THERMATRU (843-7628)  

•
• • www.thermatru.com 

ASSEMBLED IN MEXICO

FLUSH-GLAZED DOORS 
AND SIDELITES

CAUTION:

DECORATIVE GLASS:

WARRANTY INFORMATION:

   Complete  curing  of  the finish over  a  fiberglass  product generally 
requires a longer period of time than other surfaces.

    Our  Therma -Tru  artisans  have  hand-crafted  the 
decorative glass in this door system, and as with any hand-crafted product, no two 
are alike.  Slight irregularities and imperfections should not be considered defects.

  This product is covered by a limited warranty.  The 
warranty does not cover defects that are the result of finishing or installation not in
 accordance with our instructions.  For further information contact:
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Doorlite Frame Finishing

THERMA-TRU DOORS  Technical Services Department
1750 Indian Wood Circle   1-800-THERMATRU (843-7628)  

•
• Maumee, Ohio•  43537 • www.thermatru.com 

TO REMOVE GLAZING COMPOUND

TO FINISH THE FRAME AROUND GLASS

PAINT

STAIN

LAMINATED GLASS

WARRANTY

Wet with window cleaner or water first.  Use razor blade to score glazing along edge of 
frame.  Holding razor blade at a 45 deg. angle, scrape glazing from glass.  Wipe remaining 
residue off with  window cleaner or  mineral spirits.

It is recommended that a paintable caulk be applied to the exterior and interior frame 
corner joints (including screw channel covers) to achieve maximum weather and 
aesthetic performance.  Clean entire frame with mild detergent and water or TSP 
solution.  Rinse well and allow to dry.

Prime first with an alkyd-or acrylic-based primer and allow to dry.  Then paint with a high 
quality, exterior grade acrylic-latex house paint.

Obtain Therma-Tru available “Buff Primer Kit” and apply to entire frame and all screw 
channel cover pieces.  Allow to fully dry.  Apply Therma-Tru available “Stain Kit” to entire 
assembly according to directions.

Meets the ASTM C1172 standard for laminated glass.  During the stringent laminated 
manufacturing process, inherent marks may appear.  Slight bubbles, lines or surface 
imperfections are not considered as glass defects.

This product is covered by a limited warranty.  The warranty does not cover defects that 
are a result of finishing or installation not in accordance with our instructions.  For further 
information contact:

LABEL TO BE REMOVED BY 
HOMEOWNER OR END USER ONLY

ATTENTION HOMEOWNER

9/5/07
DLLBLHAT

Impact Frame 


